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Please note this survey will be shared with the membership of the Allied Arts Council and 
on our website artslethbridge.org  

 

Candidate: Rufa Doria  
 

1. What is your vision for the arts sector within the City of Lethbridge? 

 
My vision is for Lethbridge to be a city where the arts are accessible, celebrated, and woven 
into the fabric of everyday life. As a former Vice-President of the Southern Alberta Ethnic 
Association and former President of the Filipino-Canadian Association, I’ve seen firsthand 
how the arts serve as a powerful bridge between cultures. The arts unite people together 
through shared creativity and expression. 

The arts are not only cultural expressions but also engines of creativity, innovation, and 
community connection. Their universality helps unite us as a community and strengthen 
our collective identity. I see the arts as essential to Lethbridge’s character and to attracting 
residents, visitors, and investment. By supporting artists, creative organizations, and 
inclusive programming, we can build a more vibrant, connected, and inspiring Lethbridge 
that reflects the diversity and talent of our people. 

 

2. What do you believe are the benefits of investing in the arts and how do you view the role 
of City of Lethbridge in arts investment? 

Investing in the arts strengthens both our economy and our sense of community. The arts 
generate local jobs, support tourism, and revitalize public spaces, while also improving 
mental health and social inclusion. The City’s role should be to create an environment 
where the arts can thrive by providing funding mechanisms, encouraging partnerships with 
local businesses and educational institutions, and ensuring that investment in the arts 
aligns with community priorities and fiscal responsibility. In doing so, we make Lethbridge a 
more dynamic and livable city for everyone. 

 

 



3. Please share your thoughts on public art and its role in our community. 

Public art gives a city its soul. It tells our story, celebrates our local talents, and inspires 
pride in where we live. It transforms everyday spaces into places of connection and 
reflection. I believe public art should continue to reflect the shared values of our 
community. Public arts should tell the stories our Indigenous community, our cultural 
diversity, and creative spirit. Supporting local artists in public projects not only beautifies 
our city but also strengthens the local economy and fosters civic pride. 

 

4. Lethbridge City Council is being asked to adopt the Civic Common Redevelopment 
Strategy in principle and to prioritize the development of a Performing Arts Centre within 
the upcoming Capital Improvement Program (CIP). Do you support this strategy, and why or 
why not? 

I support the vision behind the Civic Common Redevelopment Strategy and recognize the 
long-term value a Performing Arts Centre would bring to our city. Lethbridge is home to 
incredible performing arts talent – from musical theatre and orchestra to ballet and beyond 
– and it would greatly benefit our community to have another venue to showcase this 
creativity. 

Arts and culture infrastructure can play a key role in revitalizing our downtown, attracting 
visitors, and providing a much-needed venue for local performers and organizations. If we 
can align this project with fiscal responsibility and community need, it has the potential to 
become a cornerstone of cultural and economic renewal in Lethbridge. 

 

 

 


