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Candidate: Ryan Parker

1. Whatis your vision for the arts sector within the City of Lethbridge?

The arts are at the heart of a vibrant, connected Lethbridge. My vision is to build an arts
sector that’s accessible, inclusive, and sustainable — one that supports local artists,
enhances our public spaces, and celebrates creativity in all its forms. The arts
strengthen our economy, attract visitors, and bring people together. As a councillor, I’ll
continue to champion partnerships and policies that help the arts thrive and keep
Lethbridge a city that inspires pride and imagination.

2. What do you believe are the benefits of investing in the arts and how do you view the
role of City of Lethbridge in arts investment?

Investing in the arts builds a stronger, more connected Lethbridge. The arts drive our
local economy, support tourism, and bring people together through shared
experiences. | see the City’s role as a partner — providing stable, strategic support while
encouraging collaboration with local artists, organizations, and businesses. By
investing wisely, we can make the arts accessible, sustainable, and an essential part of
Lethbridge’s identity as a creative and vibrant community.

3. Please share your thoughts on public art and its role in our community.

Public art helps tell the story of who we are as a community. It connects people to
place, sparks conversation, and adds character to our city. | believe public art should
be accessible, meaningful, and reflective of Lethbridge’s diverse voices — from our
Indigenous heritage to our growing cultural and creative communities.



As a councillor, | support thoughtful investments in public art that enhance public
spaces and contribute to civic pride, while ensuring transparency and value for
taxpayers. When done well, public art inspires, unites, and helps make Lethbridge a city
we’re all proud to call home.

4. Lethbridge City Councilis being asked to adopt the Civic Common Redevelopment
Strategy in principle and to prioritize the development of a Performing Arts Centre
within the upcoming Capital Improvement Program (CIP). Do you support this
strategy, and why or why not?

| support the Civic Common Redevelopment Strategy in principle — | believe there is
merit in revitalizing our downtown Civic Common area: improving walkability, public
spaces, culture, parks, and making it a place people want to spend time in. However,
with respect to prioritizing a performing arts centre in the next CIP, | have some
reservations. For such a large-scale project to succeed, it must have a solid funding
plan that includes significant provincial or federal grant support in conjunction with the
City of Lethbridge contributions. Local fundraising and sustainable operational models
are also critical. Meanwhile, | think we should support interim improvements — such as
renovating existing facilities (the Yates Centre, for example) — to meet current needs,
while planning long term so that when the finances align, the new performing arts
centre can be delivered responsibly.



