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Candidate: Suketu Shah 
 

1. What is your vision for the arts sector within the City of Lethbridge? 

As an immigrant, I deeply appreciate how art helps express culture, identity, 
and connection. My vision for the arts sector in Lethbridge is to create a 
space where every voice matters — where our city’s incredible diversity is 
reflected and celebrated through creative expression. I want to see more 
opportunities for artists from all backgrounds to share their stories and 
talents, and for the City to foster partnerships that make art more accessible 
across our neighbourhoods. By supporting local talent and embracing the 
cultural richness of our community, we can strengthen belonging, pride, and 
creativity in Lethbridge. 

 

2. What do you believe are the benefits of investing in the arts and how do you view the 
role of City of Lethbridge in arts investment? 

I believe investing in the arts is an investment in people — in creativity, 
connection, and community pride. The arts have the power to bring people 
together, strengthen our local economy, and inspire the next generation. 
When we support the arts, we support inclusion, tourism, and the kind of 
cultural vibrancy that makes Lethbridge a place people want to live and visit. 
In my recent conversation with Su Ying at the Southern Alberta Art Gallery, I 
was inspired by how our local artists and organizations are already 
contributing so much to the heart of our city. With the right support, that 
impact could grow even stronger. I would love to see the development of a 
performing arts centre here in Lethbridge — a space where local talent can 
flourish, visiting artists can perform, and programming can be created for 
children and community members alike. The City has an important role to 
play in facilitating these opportunities — not by directing the arts, but by 
investing in the spaces, partnerships, and initiatives that let creativity thrive. 

 



 
 

 

 

3. Please share your thoughts on public art and its role in our community. 

Public art plays a powerful role in shaping how we experience our city. It tells our stories, 
celebrates our diversity, and helps us see Lethbridge through many different perspectives. I 
see public art as a reflection of our shared identity — a way to honour our history, 
showcase our talent, and inspire connection among residents and visitors alike. 

As someone who values inclusivity and believes every voice matters, I think public art 
should represent the full range of cultures, experiences, and ideas that make Lethbridge 
unique. From murals to sculptures to community-driven installations, these works bring life 
to our public spaces and remind us that creativity belongs to everyone. The City can 
continue to support this by encouraging community involvement in public art decisions 
and by investing in projects that build pride and connection across our neighbourhoods. 

 

4. Lethbridge City Council is being asked to adopt the Civic Common Redevelopment 
Strategy in principle and to prioritize the development of a Performing Arts Centre within 
the upcoming Capital Improvement Program (CIP). Do you support this strategy, and why or 
why not? 

Yes, I support the Civic Common Redevelopment Strategy in principle and prioritizing a 
Performing Arts Centre in the upcoming Capital Improvement Program. Investing in a 
dedicated space for the arts would provide a hub for creativity, culture, and community 
connection — benefiting residents of all ages and backgrounds. 

A Performing Arts Centre would not only support local artists but also attract talent from 
outside our city, contribute to tourism, and provide programming for children and 
community members alike. By including this in the CIP, the City demonstrates that it values 
cultural development as much as other forms of growth and infrastructure. 

I believe the City’s role is to facilitate these opportunities, listening to the community and 
supporting projects that make Lethbridge more vibrant, inclusive, and welcoming — 
ensuring every voice in the arts is heard. 

 


