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Please note this survey will be shared with the membership of the Allied Arts Council and 
on our website artslethbridge.org  

 

Candidate: Mike Schmidtler 
 

1. What is your vision for the arts sector within the City of Lethbridge? 

My vision emphasizes developing Lethbridge as a vibrant arts, culture, and festival city that 
integrates artistic resources and cultural opportunities across the community. It includes 
encouraging collaboration with community organizations, incorporating art into the urban 
fabric, and developing arts and culture facilities and amenities. The arts are vital for 
enriching lives, beautifying the environment, supporting education and inclusion, and 
fostering connection and critical thinking. 

 

2. What do you believe are the benefits of investing in the arts and how do you view the role 
of City of Lethbridge in arts investment? 

Investing in the arts benefits the community by enriching personal and social well-being, 
promoting social cohesion, supporting mental health, enhancing education, and driving 
economic growth through increased attractiveness, tourism, and business opportunities. 
The City of Lethbridge’s role is to provide foundational investment, infrastructure, advocacy 
for additional funding, and to create an environment welcoming to arts investment. This 
municipal investment helps build a strong economic and cultural framework that supports 
the arts as an essential part of the community's long-term health 
 

3. Please share your thoughts on public art and its role in our community. 

Public art in Lethbridge is a critical cultural asset that makes art accessible to all residents, 
activates public spaces, inspires community connection, and supports local artists. It 
offers everyday encounters with art, provokes reflection and dialogue on community 
identity and issues, and enhances the urban environment as a living cultural landscape. 
The city actively updates its Public Art Master Plan to reflect growth, changing 
expectations, and new trends, underlining its commitment to cultural vibrancy. 
 



 

 

4. Lethbridge City Council is being asked to adopt the Civic Common Redevelopment 
Strategy in principle and to prioritize the development of a Performing Arts Centre within 
the upcoming Capital Improvement Program (CIP). Do you support this strategy, and why or 
why not? 

There is strong community and city group support for the Civic Common Redevelopment 
Strategy, which aims to revitalize downtown Lethbridge into a green, walkable, and 
culturally vibrant civic hub. The Performing Arts Centre (PAC) is considered a cornerstone 
project of this strategy, envisioned not just as a building but as a cultural anchor that brings 
people together, attracts investment, supports economy, and enriches community life. 
Proponents highlight the PAC’s potential to draw business, housing, and cultural activities, 
fostering an inclusive and dynamic precinct. City Council has prioritized the PAC in its 
Capital Improvement Program, reflecting its commitment to cultural infrastructure as a key 
to community growth. 


