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1. What is your vision for the arts sector within the City of Lethbridge?

My vision for the arts sector is that there are arts activities, experiences, spaces and range of
opportunities for all ages, abilities, economic levels, cultural backgrounds and arts industries.

The Lethbridge arts sector should be community-minded and have a role in building community,
reviving spirits and growing the economy. It should assist in developing and supporting residents
and help make them stronger and more resilient, while connecting them to each other, Lethbridge
and the wider world. From those who wish to participate in the arts on occasion to those who make
arts into an occupation and make their living from arts, all are welcomed, sustained and supported
within Lethbridge.

Finally, my vision is to look at arts and the role it plays in our economy. A diverse economy - one
built on many different sectors - is the most resilient of all economies and now more than ever we
need a resilient economy to help us during these turbulent times. This is essential for Lethbridge
and for the entire southern Alberta region. Arts is part of the economy, both in and of itself and as
part of other sectors, such as tourism, recreation, and more. Additionally, a strong arts community
supports other financial investments as businesses are more likely to move to a community where
there is a strong quality of life for their employees. Further, entrepreneurs and professionals want
to live and build their businesses in a community that is vibrant, alive, and engaging. Arts are a vital
part of making those communities.

2. What do you believe are the benefits of investing in the arts and how do you view the role
of City of Lethbridge in arts investment?

The key word here is “invest” because the money invested in arts sees a return. Investing in
arts is an investment in Lethbridge and in southern Alberta.

The first return is economical. Arts are part of the economy. They provide jobs not only to
artists but to other industries as well. Arts help to promote Lethbridge as an economic hub
as people not only want to live in a city they can afford, they want to know that the city
supports the quality of life they wish to have for them and their family. They want to know
that there are opportunities for music, creative arts, performing arts and more. They want to
know that there are educational opportunities for their children related to the arts. If we
want to bring in workers for growing businesses, we need to invest in the arts.



At its most basic, investing in the arts creates jobs, enhances tourism and adds to the GDP
of the regional economy. Arts also supports other small businesses. For example, people
don’t just go out to a play. They also go out for supper and may shop before or after an
event. Those who attend an exhibit, may choose to take a course or may purchase some
art. There is aripple effect to arts that is beyond just the one industry.

The second return is personal and social development. Arts help people learn skills,
interact and connect with others in the community, teach them about their place in the
world, and help them to understand the world in deeper ways. Investing in the arts is
investing in mental health, it is investing in the prevention of social issues, it is investing in
better lives for everyone from youth to seniors. There is a reason why arts are part of every
human culture that has ever existed. It helps us to understand and come to term with the
very essence of what it means to be human.

Arts provides a way for people to become civically engaged and to share their vision for the
community. Through arts, people can be more connected to their neighbours and foster a
sense of belonging to their communities.

Further, arts help create a community that is attractive to a wide range of people. We know
the value of retaining students from our local post-secondaries. Arts is one crucial
infrastructure that may encourage some of them to stay.

What is the city’s role in arts investment?

The city needs to help provide the infrastructure that lets arts thrive and contribute. This
involves supporting the arts organizations and ensuring we have public buildings
appropriate to support arts in our community. It means having an appropriate grants
program to support arts organizations. It means encouraging and advocating for the arts.
The city cannot be the only funder, but the city is an important one and operates as a
catalyst, encouraging and growing other investments in the field.

3. Please share your thoughts on public art and its role in our community.

I value public arts highly, though | think in some cases we need to change how we speak
about it.

| find it fascinating when people say we must think more “business-like” and only focus on
what we absolutely need, they almost always consider public art a need, not a want
(whatever it is they mean by needs and wants). Yet when | think of the businesses | most
love, the businesses | visit (particularly in the case of restaurants and stores), it is the ones
that know that details matter, from the colours they choose, to the fonts in their menus to



ensuring they clean their windows and sweep their sidewalks. The businesses that are best
done have carefully curated their entire spaces. Think of the neighbourhoods and areas you
love to visit (or live in). The flowers in pots or in the gardens. The beautiful signs. The
seating. All the things that make us feel welcome, wanted, and desire to remain in that
space. All the things that encourage us to spend time and money in those space. They are
about the aesthetics and the extras.

Public art is part of how we curate and present our community, both to residents and to
visitors. It inspires, it shows that we’re a city that cares and you can invest here because the
people are involved in the community. It shows we love our community and invite new
residents and tourists to love our community as well.

As the recent blog of Revitalize, or Die noted

“Beauty isn’t just emotional. It’s financial. The most beautiful, well-maintained parts of town
always carry the highest property values. Beauty pays dividends.”

Public arts help to show the values of our community, that it’s not just about living in
Lethbridge, but that you'll love living in Lethbridge. That there are joy and happiness in
Lethbridge. Public arts make Lethbridge lovable. Of course, we must do this within budget, but
it’s vital. It builds our community and builds our economy.

Public Arts is also a way to have conversations around, and take a deeper look into, our shared
history, our community identity, our relationships to each other and our place in society. Public art
connects people and helps build better and stronger places and spaces. Both in making the art and
in the public conversations around the art, public art creates community conversations and
encourage us to talk and to work together.

4. Lethbridge City Council is being asked to adopt the Civic Common Redevelopment
Strategy in principle and to prioritize the development of a Performing Arts Centre within
the upcoming Capital Improvement Program (CIP). Do you support this strategy, and why or
why not?

Yes. | know the economic value of the Performing Arts Centre and the role it will play in the
economic development of Lethbridge and area. While we do not have the money to
proceed currently, we need to ensure that the project is supported in that it remains in the
CIP and that land is assigned to the project. It will help keep the project alive and ensure
that when funding becomes available, it can move forward.



