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Please note this survey will be shared with the membership of the Allied Arts Council 
and on our website artslethbridge.org ​

 

Candidate: Al Beeber​
 

1. What is your vision for the arts sector within the City of Lethbridge? 

A strong vibrant arts community is essential to a community because not only of the 
importance of culture but the economic impact of the arts. I see a community where the 
arts is a priority of city council and our community. We need to elevate it to a priority for 
the city when growing because we know arts can attract people to a community and 
provides the creative stimulation that all of us need in our lives. We have a vibrant arts 
community downtown with Casa, SAAG, the Yates, the Trianon et al but can the arts be 
expanded to other areas of the city so we can take it to places where residents live? 
That needs to be investigated to make the arts more accessible. 

 

2. What do you believe are the benefits of investing in the arts and how do you view the 
role of the City of Lethbridge in arts investment? 

Arts are an integral part of the community - creative minds are healthy minds. Art is part 
of our beings and we need to ensure the community has the diversity of arts that 
residents want and need. Given the tough economic times, budgeting for the arts is 
going to be a tough ask but I support investment because that's an investment in our 
future. Even ensuring the public art acquisition program has some form of annual 
funding can help. Arts uplift us and inspire us in challenging times and right now we are 
enduring those times so supporting our arts community to some degree is highly 
important.​
 

3. Please share your thoughts on public art and its role in our community. 

Public showcases the talents of the community and also puts the arts sector in the 
public conscience. When people see art around them, they can be drawn to it and 
explore it and perhaps be encouraged to become involved in art whether its through 
murals, paintings or street performers or the concert series at Casa. 



 

4. Lethbridge City Council is being asked to adopt the Civic Common Redevelopment 
Strategy in principle and to prioritize the development of a Performing Arts Centre within 
the upcoming Capital Improvement Program (CIP). Do you support this strategy, and 
why or why not? 

I fully support discussions on matters which are of importance to the community. And I 
support exploring funding sources for an arts centre from other levels of government 
which are going to be needed given the financial burdens on taxpayers now and moving 
forward. To make arts funding palatable to taxpayers, who have made it clear they are 
struggling to make ends meet, we need to create awareness about the social, cultural 
and economic impact of the arts sector.  

If the downtown is going to grow and prosper, the arts community has to be a part of 
that growth. 


